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ON WHICH DAY WAS JESUS CRUCIFIED 

 

I. JESUS HAD TO BE IN THE TOMB SEVENTY TWO HOURS. 
 

A.  The Lord set the limits Himself, saying He would be in the grave "three days and three nights" (Mt.. 12:38-40: 

compare Jonah 1:17), 

 
 For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth. (Matthew 12:40) 

 

B. But He would rise again "the third day" (Mt. 16:21, Mk. 10:34: Lk. 24:7). 

 
 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. (Matthew 16:21) 
 

C. Jesus, promised to raise Himself up "in three days" (Jn. 2:19), 

 
 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. (John 2:19) 

 

D. But the gospel accounts say He arose "after three days" (Mt.. 12:40: Mk. 8:31). What is the answer? 

 
 And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise again. (Mark 8:31) 

 

E. Compare Gen. 1:4-13 where the tern "third day" INCLUDES three periods of darkness and light: i.e., "three 

days and three nights"). Since a day and a night equal 24 hours (Jn. 11:9, 10), the only time frame which fits all the 

requirements is that Jesus would rise from the dead EXACTLY 72 hours after He was placed in the tomb. 

 
 9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this 
world. 10 But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him. (John 11) 

 

F. If Jesus was crucified on the afternoon of "Good Friday" and placed in the tomb just before the Jewish Sabbath 

began at sunset, he would had to have risen on Monday at sunset, in order to have been in the tomb for 72 hours. 

 

II. JESUS WAS PLACED IN THE TOMB ON WEDNESDAY AT SUNSET. 
 

A. According to Exodus 12:6, the passover lamb was to be killed on 14th Nisan, "in the evening" (KJV), however in 

the Hebrew, this is literally, "between the two evenings". 

 
 And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the eve-
ning. (Exodus 12:6) 

 

Merrill F. Unger (Unger's Bible Dictionary, P. 353), says that the Pharisees and Rabbis understood this to be the 

time from when the sun begins to set to its real setting (i.e. from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.,). 

 

B. This day was called the "preparation" (Jn. 19:14:31), and is the same day on which Christ was crucified. 

 
 And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! (John 19:14) 
 
 The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath 
day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. (John 19:31) 

 

C. And not only that, the Scriptures indicate He yielded up His spirit and died shortly after the "ninth hour" or 

3:00 p.m. by Jewish reckoning (Mt. 27:46-50; Mk. 15:34-37; Lk. 23:44-46), the same time as the passover lamb was 

to be slain. 

 
 44 And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. 45 And the sun was darkened, and the veil 
of the temple was rent in the midst. 46 And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and 
having said thus, he gave up the ghost. (Luke 23) 
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 D. It is no wonder that the Bible says, "Christ, our passover, is sacrificed for us" (I Cor. 5:7). 

 
 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: (1 
Corinthians 5:7) 

 

E. He was placed in the tomb before the Sabbath (Mk. 15:42-47), 

 
 42 And now when the even was come, because it was the preparation, that is, the day before the sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathaea, an hon-
ourable counsellor, which also waited for the kingdom of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus. 44 And 
Pilate marvelled if he were already dead: and calling unto him the centurion, he asked him whether he had been any while dead. 45 And when 
he knew it of the centurion, he gave the body to Joseph. 46 And he bought fine linen, and took him down, and wrapped him in the linen, and 
laid him in a sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock, and rolled a stone unto the door of the sepulchre. 47 And Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of Joses beheld where he was laid. (Mark 15) 

 

but this Sabbath was not the usual Friday evening Sabbath, but the "passover Sabbath" described as a "high 

day" (Jn. 19:31-33, 42; compare Lev. 23:4-7). 

 
31 The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath 
day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. 32 Then came the soldiers, and 
brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, 
they brake not his legs: (John 19) 
 
There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' preparation day ; for the sepulchre was nigh at hand. (John 19:42) 

 
4 These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their seasons. 5 In the fourteenth day of the first 
month at even is the LORD'S passover. 6 And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD: seven 
days ye must eat unleavened bread. 7 In the first day ye shall have an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. (Leviticus 23) 
 

F. In other words, there were TWO SABBATHS that week. The idea of a special "Sabbath" may be seen in Yom 

Kippur, the Day of Atonement, which was also considered a "Sabbath" regardless on which day of the week it fell. 

(Compare Lev. 16:31; 23:3, 6-8 for this usage of "Sabbath"). 

 
 30 For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the LORD. 31 It 
shall be a sabbath of rest unto you, and ye shall afflict your souls, by a statute for ever. (Leviticus 16) 

 

G. It is important to remember that the term "passover" referred, not to the day on which the passover lamb was 

slain, but to the next day, beginning that evening, on which the passover supper was eaten. If there were not two 

Sabbaths that week, the Scripture, would be in contradiction. Mark 16:1 states that "when the Sabbath was past" 

the women bought spices that they might come and anoint Jesus, 

 
 And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might 
come and anoint him. (Mark 16:1) 

 

while Luke 23:56 indicates that the women "prepared spices and ointments: and rested the Sabbath day according 

to the commandment". 

 
 And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath day according to the commandment. (Luke 23:56) 

 

This can only be explained if they bought them on Friday, "when the Sabbath (Thursday, i.e. Passover) was past", 

and then "rested the Sabbath (Saturday, the seventh) day)". 

 

 Historical records indicate that the Passover, 15th Nisan, was Thursday that year. Therefore, Jesus had to have 

been placed in the tomb, at sunset on WEDNESDAY, the day of "preparation." 

 

III. JESUS WAS RAISED 72 HOURS LATER AT SUNSET ON SATURDAY. 
 

A. The Bible nowhere tells us that Jesus rose at sunrise on the first day of the week. Mark, however, seems to 

teach that it was just after sunrise that the disciples discovered that Jesus had already risen from the dead.  

 

1. Consider Mark 16:2, "And very early in the morning of the first day of the week, they came into the sepulchre 
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at the rising of the sun..."  The Greek is KAI LIAN PROI TES MIAS SABBATON, literally "very early on the 

first of the week..." "Rising of the sun" is literally "the sun having risen." 

 

2. However John appears to contradict this, saying it was still dark. In John 20:1, we are told, "The first day of 

the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken 

away from the sepulchre."  

 

a. One writer, William Hendriksen, The Gospel of John , p. 448, suggests that it was dark when the women 

left for the tomb, but the sun had risen by the time they arrived at the tomb. This view is also held by Gil-

bert West in his famous treatise on the "Resurrection of Christ." 

 

b. Another suggestion is that Mary Magdalene visited the tomb at least twice. The first time she went 

alone, while it was yet dark and observed that the stone had been removed. She went to inform Peter and 

John and returned with them (Mt. 28:1; John 20:1). After Peter and John investigated the empty tomb, they 

went to their home leaving Mary behind. It was at this time that the risen Lord appeared to her, before pre-

senting Himself before the Father's throne in heaven (John 20:10-18). Later, Mary Magdalene, accompanied 

by the other women came to the tomb again, arriving this time after the sun had risen. This interpretation, 

which is very probable, reconciles the apparent discrepancy in the gospel accounts. 

 

B. An exegetical analysis of Matthew and Luke indicate that the women actually arrived at the tomb on what we 

would call Saturday evening, not long after 6:00 p.m. when the Sabbath ended and the first day of the week began. 

 

1. Luke's account says, "Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning..." (Lk. 24:1). "Very early 

in the morning" is the Greek ORTHROU BATHEOS, literally "the depth of dawn," BATHOS meaning "deep". 

 

2. Matthew 28:1 says, "In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre". The Greek for "as it began to dawn" is from 

EPIPHOSKO, literally, "to shine forth, dawn, break." Arndt and Gingrich's Greek English Lexicon suggests the 

following translation: "as the first day of the week dawned or drew near". And Newberry's Interlinear transla-

tion gives this rendition of the Greek EPIPHOSKOUSE, "as it was getting dusk". 

 

3. It must be remembered that the Jewish days began at sunset (Lev. 23:32). This would not be EARLY MORN-

ING either by our formal reckoning (i.e., sometime after 12:00 a.m.) or by our casual reckoning (i.e., sometime 

between 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m.). It would rather be sometime shortly after sunset on that day preceding what 

we would normally consider the day to be. 

 

C. In Luke's account, the angel's response to the disciples is, "He is not here, but is risen..." (Luke 24:6)  In the 

Greek, the verb EGEIRO meaning òto raiseó is in the aorist tense and should literally be translated, "He was 

raised..." Note, Jesus ALREADY HAD BEEN RAISED before "the depth of dawn" when the women bearing spices 

came to the empty tomb, from which the stone had already been rolled away. 

 

D. The only "time fame", therefore, which both meets the limits set by the Lord in describing His time in the grave 

and agrees with the details of context surrounding His death, burial, and resurrection, is that He was crucified on 

Wednesday afternoon, placed in the tomb at sunset on Wednesday, and arose at sunset on Saturday, the "first day" 

of the Jewish week beginning at sunset on Saturday.  
 

CONCLUSION:  The fact that the Lord was crucified on Wednesday afternoon and raised from the dead on Satur-

day evening, at beginning of the first day of the week, according to Jewish reckoning, shows us that God works 

things out to the most minute detail given in His Word. Indeed, our God is a God who is concerned about the de-

tails.  

 

God is concerned about the details of obedience to His law 
 
 Nu 4:15 And when Aaron and his  sons have made an end of covering  the sanctuary, and all the  vessels of the sanctuary, as the  camp is to set 
forward; after  that, the sons of Kohath shall  come to bear [it]: but they shall  not touch [any] holy thing, lest  they die. These [things are] the  bur-
den of the sons of Kohath in  the tabernacle of the  congregation. 
 
 1Ch 13:7, 9-10 And they carried the ark  of God in a new cart out of the  house of Abinadab: and Uzza and  Ahio drave the cart. . . And when they 
came unto  the threshingfloor of Chidon,  Uzza put forth his hand to hold  the ark; for the oxen stumbled. And the anger of the  LORD was kindled 
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against Uzza,  and he smote him, because he put  his hand to the ark: and there he  died before God. 

 

God is concerned about the details of  the preservation of His Word 

 
Mat 5:18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 
 

God is concerned about the details of  the lives of believers 
 
Php 4:6-7 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And 
the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 
 

APPENDIX A  
 

 WHEN DID JESUS EAT THE PASSOVER? 
 

Did Jesus, in fact, eat the passover with his disciples one day early, or was the meal in John 13:1-2, in fact, not the 

passover at all. Probably no harmonistic problem in the Gospels has been as perplexing as this question.  

 

Was the Last Supper the Jewish Passsover? The synoptic gospels  imply that it was.  

 
Mat 26: 17 Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for 
thee to eat the passover? 

 
And the first day of unleavened bread, when they killed the passover, his disciples said unto him, Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou 
mayest eat the passover? (Mark 14:12) 

 

Yet John seems equally clear that the Passover was yet future at the time of the feet-washing (John 13:1), meal 

(13:29), trials (18:28), and crucifixion (19:14,31). 

 
 Joh 13:1, 2  Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Fa-
ther, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end. Joh 13:2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into 
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son , to betray him; 

 

 "Some scholars are content to admit an irreconcilable conflict. Others insist that one account must be wrong. It has 

also been argued that Jesus ate an anticipatory Passover one day in advance of the legal observace." (Homer A. 

Kent, Wyciffe Bible Commentary, p. 977). 

 

"Some have suggested that the Jews in the first century followed two different calendars in observing the Passover. 

"According to this view Jesus and His disciples observed one date, eating the Passover meal before His crucifixion, 

whereas most of the nation, including the Pharisees, followed the other calendar in which the Passover lambs were 

slain on the very day of Jesus' death." (Bible Knowledge Commentary, Vol 2, p. 259). 

 

"Reinforcement of this view has recently come to light at Qumran, where discoveries have shown that the Qumran 

sect always observed Passover on Tuesday night. Thus it is suggested that Jesus ate a Passover on Tuesday (as the 

Synoptics imply), while orthodox Judaism observed Passover on Friday. . . This present writer prefers to explain 

the Synoptics by the clear statements of John, which perhaps were partially intended by him to clarify ambiguous 

points in the chronology. According to this view, the Last Supper was in no sense the Passover meal; rather Jesus 

died at the very hour the Passover Lambs were being slain at the Temple (cf. 1 Cor. 5:7). Nevertheless, Jesus gave 

directions to his disciples to make the unsual arrangement for the feast, for two reasons: (1) the disciples would eat 

it; (2) Jesus did not wish to foretell at this time the exact moment of His death." (Homer A. Kent, Wyciffe Bible 

Commentary, p. 977). 

 

However, the clear implication of John 13:1, 2 is that the supper Jesus ate was  actually 24 hours before the pass-

over. 

 

This would have been the 14th of  Nisan on which leaven was removed from the houses in preparation for the 

feasts of Passover and Unleavened Bread. This day began at sundown on the thirteenth, and it is to the opening 

hours of this day that the reference is made (i.e. Tuesday evening). 
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